
Fynbos plants for fynbos gardens, and water-wise in the Western Cape 

Plants for a fynbos garden with winter-rainfall, acidic soils derived from 
sandstone, shale or granite and with an open, sunny aspect ( i.e. gardens situated 
on slopes or foothills of mountains in the Western Cape).  Most of these plants are 
indigenous to the winter-rainfall area and can be considered water-wise in the 
Western Cape, needing little or no additional water in summer, once established. 
 

Proteaceae 
Aulax spp. 

Diastella spp. 

Leucadendron spp. 

Leucospermum spp. 

Mimetes spp. 

Paranomus spp. 

Protea spp. 

 

Ericaceae 
All winter rainfall species 

 

Restios 
Askidiosperma spp. 

Calopsis spp. 

Cannomois spp. 

Ceratocaryum spp. 

Elegia spp. 

Restio spp. 

Rhodocoma spp. 

Staberoha spp. 

Thamnochortus spp. 

Wildenowia spp. 

 

Buchus 
Acmadenia spp. 

Adenandra spp. 

Agathosma spp. 

Coleonema spp. 

Diosma spp. 

Euchaetis spp. 

 

Climbers 
Clematis brachiata 

Jasminum angulare 

Jasminum glaucum 

Jasminum multipartitum 

Senecio macroglossus 

Senecio tamoides 

Thunbergia alata 

 

Shrubs 
Anisodontea scabrosa 

Athanasia crithmifolia 

Athanasia dentata 

Athanasia trifurcata 

Berzelia galpinii 

Berzelia lanuginosa 

Brunia albiflora 

Brunia nodiflora 

Buddleja saligna 

Buddleja salviifolia 

Osteospermum moliliferum (= 
Chrysanthemoides monilifera) 

Coleonema album (buchu) 

Coleonema pulchellum (buchu) 

Eriocephalus africanus 

Eriocephalus ericoides 

Euryops abrotanifolius 

Euryops pectinatus 

Euryops speciosissimus 

Euryops virgineus 

Freylinia crispa 

Freylinia densiflora 

Freylinia helmei 

Freylinia lanceolata 

Frelinia longiflora 

Freylinia undulata 

Gnidia oppositifolia 

Gnidia squarrosa 

Halleria elliptica 

Indigofera langebergensis 

Liparia splendens 

Liparia laevigata 

Lobostemon montanus 

Melianthus comosus 

Melianthus elongatus 

Melianthus major 

Metalasia aurea 

Metalasia muricata 

Morella quercifolia  

Muraltia heisteria 

Muraltia spinosa (= Nylandtia 
spinosa) 

Oedera imbricata 

Osyris compressa 

Penaea mucronata 

Phylica buxifolia 

Phylica ericoides 

Phylica pubescens 

Podalyria calyptrata 

Podalyria sericea 

Polygala fruticosa 

Polygala myrtifolia 

Polygala virgata 

Pseudoselago serrata 

Psoralea pinnata 

Searsia spp. 

Salvia africana–caerulea 

Salvia chamelaeagnea 

Salvia lanceolata 

Struthiola ciliata 

Struthiola dodecandra 

Struthiola striata 

 

Herbaceous Perennial 
Arctotis spp. 

Ballota africana 

Chaenostoma cordatum 

Chaenostoma hispidum 

Chironia baccifera 

Chironia linoides 

Chrysanthemoides incana 

Chrysocoma coma-aurea 

Cineraria saxifrage 

Cliffortia ferruginea 

Cliffortia obcordata 

Dianthus caespitosus 

Felicia aethiopica 

Felicia bergerana 

Felicia filifolia 

Gazania spp. 

Geranium incanum 
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Helichrysum cymosum 

Helichrysum dasyanthum 

Helichrysum patulum 

Helichrysum petiolare 

Helichrysum splendidum 

Hermannia grandiflora 

Hermannia saccifera 

Heterolepis aliena 

Lachnaea eriocephala 

Leonotis leonurus 

Lessertia frutescens  

Limonium peregrinum 

Linum africanum 

Linum quadrifolium 

Lobelia cuneifolia 

Lobelia pinifolia 

Monopsis lutea 

Monopsis unidentata 

Orphium frutescens 

Osmitopsis osmitoides 

Otholobium virgatum 

Pelargonium betulinum 

Pelargonium citronellum 

Pelargonium cordifolium 

Pelargonium cucullatum 

Pelargonium greytonense  

Pelargonium hispidum  

Pelargonium panduriforme 

Pelargonium peltatum 

Pelargonium 
pseudoglutinosum 

Pelargonium quercifolium 

Pelargonium scabrum 

Pelargonium zonale 

Salvia muirii 

Scabiosa africana 

Scabiosa columbaria 

Selago canescens 

Selago corymbosa 

Selago geniculata 

Selago myrtifolia 

Seriphium plumosum (=Stoebe 
plumosa) 

Syncarpha argyropsis 

Syncarpha vestita 

Ursinia abrotanifolia 

Ursinia sericea 

 

Succulents 
Aloe arborescens 

Aloe commixta 

Aloe ferox 

Aloe perfoliata 

Aloe plicatilis 

Aloe succotrina 

Bulbine frutescens 

Bulbine latifolia 

Carpobrotus edulis 

Cotyledon orbiculata 

Euphorbia caput-medusae 

Gasteria spp. 

Lampranthus spp. 

Orbea variegata 

Oscularia deltoides 

Plectranthus spicatus 

Portulacaria afra 

Ruschia spp  

 

Bulbous Plants 
Agapanthus africanus 

Agapanthus praecox 

Albuca longibracteata (= 
Ornithogalum 
longibracteatum) 

Amaryllis belladonna 

Aristea capitata  

Babiana spp. 

Chasmanthe floribunda 

Freesia alba 

Gladiolus brevifolius  

Gladiolus bullatus 

Gladiolus carinatus 

Gladiolus carneus 

Gladiolus caryophyllaceus 

Hesperantha bachmannii 

Hesperantha cucullata 

Ixia campanulata 

Ixia dubia 

Ixia viridiflora 

Kniphofia praecox 

Kniphofia uvaria 

Lachenalia aloides 

Lachenalia mathewsii 

Lachenalia viridiflora 

Moraea aristata 

Moraea loubseri 

Nerine sarniensis 

Ornithogalum dubium 

Ornithogalum maculatum 

Ornithogalum thyrsoides 

Oxalis purpurea 

Sparaxis grandiflora 

Veltheimia bracteata 

Wachendorfia thyrsiflora 

Watsonia aletroides 

Watsonia borbonica 

Watsonia coccinea 

Watsonia marginata 

Watsonia pillansii 

Watsonia tabularis 

Zantedeschia aethiopica 

 

Trees 
Brabejum stellatifolium 

Brachylaena elliptica 

Brachylaena neriifolia 

Buddleja saligna 

Canthium inerme 

Cassine peragua 

Celtis africana 

Cunonia capensis 

Curtisia dentata 

Diospyros whyteana 

Ekebergia capensis 

Halleria lucida 

Kiggelaria africana 

Maytenus oleoides 

Metrosideros angustifolius 

Olea europaea subsp. africana 

Podocarpus elongatus 

Rapanea melanophloeos 

Searsia pendulina 

Sideroxylon inerme 

Tarchonanthus camphoratus 

Tarchonanthus littoralis 

Virgilia divaricata 

Virgilia oroboides 

Widdringtonia spp.

.
 


